[Rate of reopening of macular holes following cataract operation].
We set up this retrospective study to examine how different the functional and morphological results are following pars plana vitrectomy (ppV) for idiopathic macular holes in phakic eyes with later cataract surgery and in pseudophakic eyes, and to what extent cataract surgery can induce reopening of idiopathic macular holes after ppV. A total of 189 eyes were vitrectomized because of idiopathic macular hole (37 pseudophakic, 152 phakic); 120 (22 pseudophakic, 98 phakic) of these eyes were examined at follow-up of an average of 19 months after vitrectomy. Cataract surgery was performed in 65 of the phakic eyes in this period. The functional and morphological results recorded for these 22 pseudophakic and 65 phakic eyes were evaluated. In the pseudophakic eyes preoperative visual acuity was 0.14, increasing to 0.20 postoperatively (p=0.16); in 1 case (4.5%) the macular hole was not closed at the time of the follow-up examination. Cataract extraction was performed in 65 of the phakic eyes an average of 10 months after ppV. The initial VA was 0.19 before ppV and increased to 0.37 (p<0.01) after cataract surgery; in 4 cases (6.2%) the macular hole was not closed by the time of the follow-up examination, but in each case this had already been noted when the cataract extraction was done. Reopening did not occur after cataract extraction in any of these cases. With a rate of 5.7% for reopening or persistence of macular holes, our results are comparable to those recorded in other studies. Cataract surgery following ppV does not influence the reopening rate of macular holes.